


American Students Vigit
Futiecn Temple

By David TheroH

n June 2nd July soew, Shao lin

Corandriasser Sim Hu.-.ﬂg The'

led a wreup of B Anserican Shan-
linstudenes ta Chine . Taese
students were rom vanious Chinese
Shac-l'n Cencers (Fhao-ln Kimg Fy
scheols foamd in s LI SA ander che
direction of Sen os Aasrer Dadd &
Aharom Board of Denver, Coleada!,

Two af che main purposes of this irip
werd to vidie the Shac-lin Temple i
the Fubier province af € Thina, the
oot o ouir Shagslim syscen {lswwn
today as Shaselm Dol az well as
wahitit somie Shae-lin macerial in
“suleanal exchiinges” of marrial ams
anth athar ma=tial artises, This oip
wask a chance for Grasdivaer The'
and his stadents o ger back tothe
mors af Shac-lin Kuwg I

1e lase Crandmaster of thz Fukion
Shao-lin Terple was Gradmaseer
S0 Kang T MNin, He had 5 rae

disarder that cavved hair rn aroie Al
aver bis bady His parenes, fzaring
their sen was a densey abandoned
tizn iy the woods mear che lemale;
Shac-lin moaks geak vimin and
sarsed M, where he evenrually
became rhe Drandmasser of dhe
Shac-lin Temple.

Avctind rper, just afier the Chinese
apovernmsear had destroved the Shae-
linTemple near Sangslan AMoun
tain, Ciramidmasrer 30 and e

mam da dezided oo dun down e
Fulie v Slac-lin serple themsalmes
and flee 2o avoid beiwy descroved by
the asverment. Ty ad e zhe
nearky mcunraine where sventoally
Uirandmascer Su awarded the
Crandwasrer tiele e le Thang
Mirg fwhs had beer: 3 resident wf
ke Tukien Skac-lin Terplz).

Crindmadter
-~

le moved o
Indemesia
whe e e paused
Ih r_l r.1.1'.«:[T|"|.'I.§:|: r
title on w5
Kowang e’

Fur mamy yaars hiskari
ans have zrguied about
the ex abance of the
Shas-lim Temple in
the Fubien
prowrmce of
China. Todaw
' raere arc
actually tweo Shas
limt Trnpl:-.t. i the
Fukier: province of
China: there ame th remzin of
the anzient sme in the dowss
towm areaand the new temple
upen Purizn Aouneain,
Altsough the biswory of che
b ldsmags way always
TN A mivatery [iL [or
Jel:az, there s no
deubting the anwpunt of

frocmeraus= of = L2 Shanisy
Mzpr - Matner Srads Dewee
herfoems Bacah Fag

Shac lin macerial Grandwmaste- The'
has mberitad and cushe far many
WRArs B e Sn school lezations i
the LISA.

Pilgrimage to
China

Is spya Gorardradser 1he’ |ed his
firsc group of Amedcan 5lao-lin
stwdeniz i China Ir weas also then
thar we set & record for the laryea:
Western group 1o ever winis rhe
Jongshan Temple. During our
culewral exchange of martial arts
with the Shan-lin Tenple monks,
almast all of which were urder tha
dgge 0% 17, the monks displaved
racerial Lhas was W Sl e,
We dd noc see 2nv evidence that
readitianal Shacdin was being
taush: there. In June spge che senior
mim s of the 3onashan Shac-lin
Tamale ecected a stone akier in
henar af Ciertdmaster T he' anc
Senior Masters Dawd ol Sharom
Sowrd jwhn cn-led the China trips
witk Crandmasier The'l at che
Tamed Shan-lin exblac fesese.

The first pare of eur lima 1968 trn
led us o Tihet. I was in Tibee that
cur groun set & recored for (s Largess
Wesderm group ro visie taere. Cligy
offizials mee ws alons widls che local
midia where the Tiker Travel Senvice
and Cliey Offieials presenced a
buerzer of welcome o us. Frem Tiber
wee rraneled to the famed 1 Tua Shar
Movinian, This was a high poine for
marry of s becauss chis mouncain
wad been shelvesed ‘ur many vears
s to che difficsiley of getting to the
area. The elina, sided by [ooihusld.
carved mche ook along with rusey
chais for hading or to, was not for
the Lvpical raurar.

We knnow Defurehand thar rhe e/imb
was TOE goding b be eawy, and diere
were cuite A few in eur groun war
Fad bearnes che first four roads of
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Hua Fisy, challenging martial arts material o say the least. Our local guides
kept elling us chat it would eake us ewo full dayvs co elimb frem the boctom of
Hua Shan ea the top, and that they had climbed Hua Shan many times, They
were used to the typical reurist, howeves, not a qroup of Shao-lin martial
artises! Same inour group climbed from the battom to the top of Hua Shan in
less chan 1 haurs!

The next paing in ouwr trip was oo take us to Shaovang, where we were to be
hasted by one of China's top masters, Eagle Claw Master Li [ b long. |[Master
Li has been a friend of our schaols fer muany vears and has eraveled during our
other China erips with us), The bus ride to Mascer Li's scheol ook over nineg
hours one sy over roads that were abwviowsly met designed for bus travel, Onee
we arrived, the entin city came out to meet us as sevessl theusand cheering
people lined the streers, Here we held anocher cultural exchange of martial arts,
This was the largest and warmest welcome we have ever received in Chinal
Mamy nesw friends were madie thar day.

Southern Shao-Lin Temple

Maost of us had no idea what o expect upem: ariving ae the Shae-lin Temple in
the Fukien province, When we arrived i Putian, the ruins of the eriginal
sauthern Shae-lin Temple were the first thing 1o see. It became very clear that
not many foreigners had been o this spot, as even the local guides could not
seem to find the Temple, We walked blocks ouc of our wary to find it nescled in
the middle of 4 huge conseruction zone where mew buildings were EINg up
everywhere. It was very small and only one building remained. 1t had been
sebuilt to commemorate the ariginal siee af the Seuthern Shaa-lin Temple, The
Chinese government built a new Shaa-lin Tem ple up on Patian Mountain and
that wias our next stop.

Thi drive up the moumtain was beautiful and very pheturesque. When we
arrived there wiere quite a few peaple sue froie at the main dear of the temple
hitting gengs and clapping for our arrival, It became obuious o us chat the
fareraners had noe discovered chis site ves as there were only a couple of street
vendors out fromt, and for the mos pare we were the only visicors. [This was a
major diffesence compared to our visics to the Songshan Shao-lin Temple,
which reminded me more of 3 ¥-Eleven stone than a temple of marial ares).

Left “Lople 1oaning”

One of Eagle Claw Moter Li & Beiva "Largest Group in Tibei® Grosdmedtar 1
T Manp's stadent perfarms o The' and Mz proup of LSA Shaodin sudears I

S Wushu rouling hedd basner pretented by sty aficialr of Tibet K




The firse thing en the agenda was 4 rablet
dedicarion ceremony. The Shaa-lin Temple
manks were dedicaing a rablet in hanar of
Crandmaster The' and the Shao-lin Do System.
“The tablet described the last chree Shaa-lin
Grandmasters, vwo of which were residents of
the Seuthern Shaslin Temple before it was last
destroyed: Grandmaster 5u Koms Tai Dim [the
Last Girandmaster of the southermn Shag=lin
Temple], Grandmaster e Chang Mimg, and
Crandmastes 3in Kwang The'. This was the
only tablet at this Shac-lin Temple!

.l"q.[um-,\ni we went o the nearby Craiming center
and had a cultural exchange with the young
ks of the Shac-lin Temple While craveling
im China doing euloural mart 1al arcs exchanges
we had come o expect our counterpants ta be
hildren under 17 years of age pesfarming almast
the exace same Wi Shu routines thag everyone
dizes, as well as omly a handful of ferms, We

wese all surprised and very pleased when two
elderly men got up o perfarm eraditiomal martial
arts formis, and we gaie them both a standing
pvation for their excellent performance!

\When one visits these original pemiples, it sernts
15 a remvinder of the rich histery of the anchent
enarcial arcs. We may alsa find, in the martial
arts, that we somezimes leok sa hard for things
oy ta find what we're searching for right here
T QU oW backyard of the UsA e

Diavid Thescif, Sth Degres Black Belt Mastar is 4
rrartial arts instrustor in San jose, California.
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